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ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-06 ISO-00 /OIIW 

127944 

R 30I820Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9006 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS BONN 17305 

STATE FOR CU/CP 

USIA FOR IWE 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJECT: THE MCLAIN FAMILY BLUEGRASS SINGERS 
REE.: USIA 22561 CIRC 

1 . WHILE USIS BONN DID NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVE ITSELF IN 
FINANCING THE MCLAIN EAMILY BLUEGRASS SINGERS' TOUR 
IN W. GERMANY, THE GROUP DID APPEAR AT EIVE OF OUR 
INSTALLATIONS AND RECEIVED VERY FAVORABLE RESPONSES. 

2. EOLLOWING ARE A SAMPLE OF EVALUATIONS WE RECEIVED: 

A) HAMBURG: "A REFRESHINGLY WHOLESOME PROGRAM 
THE RURAL TRADITIONAL AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE ... 

A POSITIVE IMPACT... THE MCLAINS ARE REAL MIDDLE 
AMERICA, DEDICATED, WELL-TRAINED, AND GIFTED 
FOLKART PERFORMERS WHO WOULD HAVE 
LOST IN IMPACT AND CREDIBILITY HAD THEIR PERFOR- 
MANCE BEEN MORE PROFESSIONAL AND ARTISTIC." 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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B) NUREMBERG: "THE GROUP PRESENTED ORIGINAL 
COUNTRY MUSIC... ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED... ONE 

OF OUR OUTSTANDING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES OE THE YEAR 
SO FAR..." 

C) STUTTGART:". ..A FINE PEREORMANCE... THEY PLAY 
THEIR INSTRUMENTS WELL, AND ARE AT THEIR BEST IN 
CLOSE HARMONY TRIO AND QUARTET SINGING. AN AUTHEN- 
TIC STYLE OE 'BLUEGRASS' AND PRESENTED WITH 

PERSONALITY AND PROEESSIONAL STAGE PRESENCE... QUICKLY 
GENERATED EMPATHY FROM AUDIENCE... EXCEPTIONALLY 
ERIENDLY AND MIXED WITH AUDIENCE DURING INTERMISSION 
AND AFTER THE PERFORMANCE... HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR 
FURTHER PROGRAMING. 

HILLENBRAND 
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